
BULLETIN BOARD
SO.CA.TA MEETING NOTES
Our thanks to Rod Goldman of MTA for a in­
teresting status report on the Metro Connec­
tion program at our March 11 meeting.

Donna Goolay, a member of the Bus Riders
Union, made a presentation at our March 11
meeting seeking our support for extending
the Consent Decree beyond its Oct. 2006
expiration. We engaged in a polite discussion
of the pros and cons of such a action, shar­
ing concerns some of our members have.
Our thanks to Nate Zablen for facilitating Ms.
Goolay's appearance.

At our April 8 meeting, we anticipate spend­
ing a significant amount of time going over

possible recommendations for MTA service
changes first presented at our March meet­
ing.

Other Meetings
The Southern California Association of Gov­
ernments presents its 6th Annual Regional
Housing Summit on Thursday, April 20,
2006 from 8:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at the
Torrance Cultural Arts Center, Toyota Meet­
ing Hall, 3330 Civic Center Drive in Tor­
rance. A key topic to be discussed will be
how to integrate transportation and local
land use planning. There is no cost to attend
and lunch will be provided. For more infor­
mation contact April Grayson at (213) 236­
1858, or email grayson@scag.ca.gov ~

Among the members to thank for their parts in the Michael Dukakis event at our February
meeting: Hank Fung, Dana Gabbard, Curtis Raymond, Kymberleigh Richards, Dave
Snowden, Mark Strickert, John Ulloth, and Nate Zablen. ~
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PUBLIC AND LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS Dana Gabbard

So after all the sturm und drang around the tion is Senate Bill 1507, introduced by
State Capitol the infrastructure negotiations Senator Bob Margett. This piece of legisla­
imploded. Bill Bradley on his blog New West tion would take one of the citizen seats on
Notes (http://www.newwestnotes.com/) the MTABoard held by LosAngeles and
conjectured that legislative Republicans' give it instead to the smaller cities (which
howling about dams was a stalking horse currently have 4 seats on the Board). Our
for their general pre-disposition to say "no". letter to the Senate Transportation and
My March 23 letter in the Oakland Tribune Housing Committee notes our opposition in
lauded Senate President Pro-TernDon rather blunt terms: "[SB 1507 is] a mean-
Perata as being "...the only player in the ingless shuffling ofthe deck chairs that in
infrastructure bond drama who acted like no way addresses core issues of govern-
an adult". Despite brave talk about a bond ance that plague the MTABoard. Instead
for the November ballot on transportation this bill panders to the worse sort of paro-
prospects seem to be fading quickly. chlalism fed by myopic anxieties against the

, , city of Los Angeles held by certain inter-
The mind reels.that t~e MTABoard ISactu- ests." Hopefully in a month or so I'll be able
a~lyca~g~t up In the ISSU~of wh~t color to to announce this misguided effort has been
give rail hnes and other fixed gUideway pro- consigned to oblivion where it belongs.
jects. As I blurted to Lisa Mascaroof the '
Daily News f'MT~liry1A§,purpre Prose," In one of the odder recent bits of transpor-
March 13) "We want good service. We don't tation news a man whose rare Ferrari was
want public relations". And I'll leave it at destroyed in a high speed crash told officers
that. At least MTAhas finally placed decent at the scene he was police commissioner of
maps at the PatsaourasTransit Plazato the San Gabriel Valley Transit Authority Po­
guide users looking for nearby bus stops. Of lice's anti-terrorism division. San Gabriel
course this is an idea I first championed Valley Transportation Authority? I had
over 5 years ago when I was a Passenger never even heard ofthis entity, and it is my
Advisor. But at least it finally got done, informal hobby to track obscure entities.
even if belatedly. Thanks to the diligence of some Los Ange-

. les Times reporters ("Another Turn in Fer-
Then ~e have this proposal to close the Or- rari Saga", March 8) it was soon revealed
ange Line the end of Oct~ber to have a the Authority is a tiny non-profit run by
half-~arathon run ~Iong It one Sunday Yosef Maiwandi out of an auto repair shop
mormng. We submitted a I~tter (p,ostedon Maiwandi owns in Monrovia. It owns a few
the front page ~f our webslt7) noting all the buses and provides rides to disabled people
reasons why this was a bad Idea. And and senior citizens in Monrovia and Sierra
than~fully th~ MTABoard has aske? for.fur- Madre. Amazingly the article quotes
th~r Informa.tl~n. C~nwe hoP~samty Will Maiwandi that he formed the Authority's
reign and this Idea ISshelved, Stay tuned ... Police Department" ... in part because he
Meanwhile, another reason for consterna- cont'd pg. 4 "
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PUBLIC AFFAIRS cont'd from pg. 3 ity with the language in their Option 3 that

has long been interested in police work. He specifies they c~arge "twice th~ lowe~t fare
I f d that having a police department of comparable fixed route service available

:I~~w~~~im to do background checks on at t.h~t tim~". O~h~rwisethey may have to
potential volunteers more quickly and seek revIsit the Issue In Just a few months.

federal money for security on the buses." Flabbergasted is how I reacted to the news
Federal money? If you look at the Author- that San Francisco is actually studying the
ity's website (http://sgvta.orgl) it lists Com- possibility of implementing congestion pric-
mittees, agendas and jncludes grandilo- ing ("Move to charge toll for driving in core
quent phrases such as "local, countywide of downtown area" San FranciscoChronicle
and region wide roles of SGVTAmust be March 28) much like they have in London,
balanced among the interests of individual which involves charging a flat fee to drive
jurisdictions, the county, and the region as downtown during business hours. London's
a whole." As I asked on our member board, program has reduced congestion and helped
is somebody trying to build an empire out of fund mass transit. I guess traffic is really
an obscure paratransit provider? Weird! getting bad in the Bay Area if they are con-
After mis-handling by the Community Rede- templating biting this bullet for relief!
velopment Agency during the past few years While perusing the Board agenda for
MTAis taking the lead on rehabilitating the MARTA,the Mountain Area Regional Transit
old Red Car depot in North Hollywood Authority which provides service in Big
(adjacent to the Orange Line station). Sadly Bear, Crestline, Lake Arrowhead, etc. I
the delay means the cost has skyrocketed. found this fascinating entry in the report of
In fact Ty Schuiling of the San Bernardino operating activities: 02/23/06 - Driver of
Associated Governments at a recent SCAG #M47 forgot to remove the fuel nozzle from
meeting I attended stated factors are caus- the bus before pulling away from the pump
ing construction costs to go through the roof at the Crestline County Fuel yard. No dam-
and will have a great impact on our ability age to the bus; however, the fuel nozzle
to build large-scale projects. Be prepared was damaged. The county has repaired it
for some sticker shock... and all reports have been filed.

I enjoyed the presentation on Acces,sSer- The San Gabriel Valley Tribune with its
vices, Inc. presented at the March 22 MTA March 8 editorial "Don't divert Gold Line
Citizens' Advisory Council meeting by Mark funds" acts as if a pot of money for the
Maloney of MTAand Jess Sagovia of AS!. I Foothill extension is sitting in some bank
am awaiting responses to some questions I account and must be protected from evil Los
submitted. Meanwhile one tidbit that puzzles Angeles interests that covet funds for the
me is that ASI may soon cut its night owl Red Line extension along Wilshire. Our
fares to matchMTA's 75 cents fare that it friends in the San Gabriel Valley seem ut-
charges at night. But that is done as part of terly in denial about the hard facts of trans-
the consent decree and may well expire in portation funding, and in fact seem to re-
October. Hopefully ASI will endorse flexibil- spond to every setback for their vanity pro-
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ject with howls. I suspect they want to set
up the Wilshire project as the scapegoat
when the Foothill project falls flat on its
face when confronted with Federal Transit
Administration cost/benefit criteria for fund­
ing.

Meanwhile we hope to begin work on orga­
nizing a series of workshops in the Wilshire
corridor, in partnership with key stake­
holders, that will conduct preliminary out­
reach on the subway project. Don't forget,
the current transportation funding bill ex­
pires in 2010 so we need to start working
now to build community consensus.

I'll conclude with my amazement that the
review of MTA's Transit Security arrange­
ments continue apace (agenda item #8,
March 6 MTA Executive Management and
Audit Committee meeting). And the staff
report appears fairly honest despite all the
politics surrounding this issue. But to para­
phrase James Cragin, a former Gardena city
councilmember who was on the MTA Board
when the original security partnership was
adopted, I am fairly sure the chances of
MTA reconstituting its own Police Dept. are
remote at best. Oh, well. ~
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DA Y AFTER THANKSGIVING 2005 Dana Gabbard

Nov. 25, 2005 we undertook our 10th an­
nual day-after- Thanksgiving trip. Some
background: the concept for trips on this
day was originally conceived by Charles
Hobbs, who noted the day after Thanksgiv­
ing offers a rare opportunity for exploring
public transit: since it isn't a holiday per se
most agencies operate regular services yet
many people get the day off from work so
one can ride services or travel to places not
easily accessible during weekends. Over
the years we have explored transit operat­
ing in such places as Banning, Santa Bar­
bara, San Diego, Bakersfield, southern
Kern County and Palm Springs. A number
of proposals were offered for our 2005 trip.
It was noted that while we have twice been
to Ventura County, in both cases we mostly
rode in the Ventura/Oxnard/Ojai area.
Andy Novak's successful trip proposal was
to explore bus service at the other end of
the county, in Thousand Oaks and Simi
Valley.

And so it was early that Friday morning
Ken Ruben, Dana Gabbard, Lionel Jones,
Armando Avalos and Andy Novak gathered
at the fish tank in the East Portal building
adjacent to the Gateway Transit Center.
From there we made our way to the Union
Station Red Line station and caught a North
Hollywood bound train at 6:45 a.m. (a
married pair of Breda cars #591/592). At
7th/Metro station Mike Milroy joined us. As
we continued along the train acquired al­
most a seated load. At 7:15 a.m. we ar­
rived at North Hollywood station.

Crossing Lankersham we waited a bit to
see if any stragglers were on the train after
ours before boarding the Orange Line west­
bound at 7:31 a.m. It was a NABI articu-

lated low floor #9226 with 24 passengers
(all ride counts exclude trip participants).
Along the way we had only minor boardings
and alightings. One highlight was travers­
ing the open spaces of the Sepulveda Ba­
sin. Meanwhile the bus had slow attrition
as riders dribbled out and few got on as we
continued. At 8: 10 a.m., we arrived at
Warner Center Transit Hub (such as it is).

We stood around in the early morning chill,
watching some of the buses that serve this
location passing through before departing
on MTA line 161 westbound at 8:26 a.m.
This was a Neoplan CNG#4570 with mini­
mal ridership. At the Topanga Canyon stop
a small crowd was waiting and boarded. In
fact we ended up with a seated load and 8
standees. These were th~ day laborers,
gardeners and domestic that are the bread
and butter of the 161. At the stop a pastry
seller had boxes of tasty goodies for sale,
plus a catering truck stationed itself nearby
to serve the waiting bus riders. At Fall­
brook 10 more people crowded onto the
bus. Once we reached Calabasas riders
started getting off. Soon after we did a bit
of operating via the freeway. At one point
a sign for the (weekend only) Calabasas
Trolley was spotted.

Next we made our way through an indus­
trial park, followed by some open country­
side. Running along a frontage street adja­
cent to the freeway we passed a Pet Hospi­
tal and the Wood Ranch BBQ. This was fol­
lowed by a visit to suburbia past a gated
community, as our members observed
what a beautiful sunny day it had become.
Now we passed the Lindero Country Club,
befitting the upscale character of the area
we were passing through, followed by grey
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