BULLETIN BOARD

Our thanks to Alan Mittelstaedt for a lively pres-
entation/discussion at our January meeting.

This month Conan Cheung, Metro's Deputy Ex-
ecutive Officer for Operations Service Planning
and Development, will speak on service issues
post-Measure R and the Governor's proposal to
eliminate the State Transit Assistance Fund. This
will begin at 1 p.m. with our meeting to follow.

Upcoming speakers include:

-March: Gordon Robinson of OCTA on the Bravo!
BRT project, (OCTA) '

-April: Bruce Shelburne of Metro on Metro Rail
issues

-May: Long Beach Transit (speaker TBD)

We have learned that Fullerton Railroad Days
2009 has been canceled. This is in the wake of
the Fullerton Redevelopment Agency's failure to
pass a motion to include the Southern California
Railroad Experience in the plans for the Fullerton

Transportation Center. As this has been the pri-
mary mission of the Fullerton Railway Plaza As-
sociation (FRPA) and Fullerton Railroad Days the
city's denial obviates the purpose of the event.
FRPA is considering its options and we'll keep
our members apprised of whatever direction
they decide to take.

We are working to have booths at National Train
Day (May 9'") and at the Gold Line opening (late
June). We also are arranging to have a preview

trip aboard the light rail extension, hopefully on

a Saturday.

Now that the members-only discussion board is
back online and debugged, any member's pass-
word can be reset if they have forgotten it; just
e-mail username and desired password to krich-
ards@socata.net and she will reset it as soon as
received.

Also, it is no longer necessary to have the de-
fault "first initial, last name" login, so if anyone
would like to have their username changed to
their full name, with or without capitalization or
including spaces, please also e-mail Kymber-

leigh. & M &

MEMBERS IN ACTION

Kymberleigh Richards is quoted in the January
issue of the Southern Sierran ("How Do You Get
There From Here?"), monthly newsletter of the
Angeles Chapter of the Sierra Club

Harold Katz had an op-ed in Feb. 2™ issue of the
Los Angeles Business Journal entitled "Rand's
Road To Nowhere" on the Rand Corporation traf-
fic study funded by Thomas Properties.

Members Roger Christensen, Nate Zablen, and
Tom Rubin had letters published in the January
18™ LA Daily News on how they felt Metro
should use its Measure R tax proceeds first to

get people moving.

Ken Ruben attended the Westside Cities Council
of Government meeting in Culver City on Janu-
ary 29", He attended the San Gabriel Valley
Metro Governance Council meeting on January
12", introducing himself as our new representa-
tive for that Sector and also as our representa-
tive attended at the Jan. 14" Westside Sector
Meeting. Lastly he attended the Exposition Au-
thority project status meeting on January 229,

Attending the Metro Board meeting on Jan.
22" were Roger Christensen, Kymberieigh Rich-

ards, Ken Ruben and Bart Reed. # M &
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First car travels on TRANSIT UPDATES

Gold Line Extension AVTA
The agency is considering multiple
On January 27, 2009 Metro towed a changes to the three commuter routes

Breda LRV on the new Gold Line exten- that operate into downtown Los Ange-

sion to East Los Angeles. The car made |es, AVTA stated that these changes are

the trip from Union Station to the e'ast- designed to make the system more effi-
ern terminus at Pomona and Atlantic to cjent and to use the existing transit net-

test clearances on the station platforms works.

and on the line's 1.8 mile underground

section. The changes to Lines 785, 786, and 787
would cut out almost all the stops along

While the track work is complete on the the lines and add additional service to

line, there is still a considerable amount the lines.

of worked that needs to be completed

before the line is opened. Many of the The changes will also force passengers

stations still need to be completed along to change buses at various locations in

with the widening of the 1 Street Los Angeles.

brid er the Los Angeles River.
ridge over the Lo g I The agency is wondering if they should

even be going into downtown Los Ange-
| les and the long term plans include the
possibility of cutting most of the com-
muter service.

AVTA is accepting public input on these
changes and will make a final decision
about the changes in March.

They have scheduled open houses on
Saturday February 7" and February
21,

For more details visit www.avta.org or
call (661) 945-9445.

The Breda LRV used for the clearance test-
ing is seen entering 1% Street at Alameda.
(Metro Photo)

(Transit updates continued on Page 4)
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TRANSIT UPDATES Ctd...

Commerce Municipal Bus

The City of Commerce is expecting to take
delivery of 7 new CNG powered NABIs
some time in February. The new buses will
replace the current Commerce fleet that
consists of Fixible Metros and Nova Bus
RTSes.

LADOT

The City of Los Angeles Department of
Transportation (LADOT) is planning to
eliminate the free transfers between the six
‘downtown DASH routes.

Previously passengers could request a free
transfer to another DASH route when they
paid the 25¢ base fare (10¢ senior/
disabled).

This change is in response to the City of Los
Angeles financial crisis. Recently LADOT be-
gan offering a new DASH monthly bus pass
for $9.00. These monthly passes are good
on all the downtown DASH routes and 27
other DASH routes throughout the city.

MARTA

MARTA plans to implement new routes and
schedules February 23, 2009. The new
schedule includes 30 minute service along
Big Bear Blvd and an additional Off-the-
Mountain run from Big Bear Valley leaving
at 11:00 a.m. (Monday - Friday).

In the RIM area the new schedule changes
will provide hourly service from Crestline to
Lake Arrowhead and from Running Springs
to Lake Arrowhead; and lifeline Dial-a-Ride
service to Green Valley Lake two

days a week.

The new schedules also provide improved
connections with Metrolink service in San
Bernardino

The changes to MARTA’s schedules and
routes have been included in the newly cre- |
ated Riders’ Guide. The Riders’ Guide is alsol
being transiated into Spanish.

MARTA successfully applied for operating
assistance under the 5311F Intercity Bus
Program Grant, Federal Fiscal Year 2008
and has been awarded $125,286.00 for the |
Bear Valley Off-the-Mountain service. ‘
|
1

This amount covers the operating cost for
both the new Off-the-Mountain service be-
ing implemented February 23, 2009 as well '
as operating costs for the two existing Off- |
the-Mountain runs. !

Sun Line

Beginning March 2", Sun Line will begin
using new GFI fareboxes. These new fare- |
boxes will allow passengers to purchase day)
passes and transfers on the bus. Previously |
day passes had to be purchased from the !
main office.

New 31 day passes will replace the old
monthly passes and a 10 ride card will re-
place the oid 10 ride punch card. New
passes go on sale on February 21%.

City of Yucaipa

The City of Yucaipa planning commission
recently approved plans for a new transit !
center to be built adjacent to City Hall.

The plan for the transit center goes before
the Yucaipa City Council at their March
meeting. = & &=
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Planning a trip at the drop
of a schedule
By Andrew Novak (Part 1)

About 6 years ago several of us transit fans
in Los Angeles would go on weekly bus ex-
cursions around southern California. Most of
the time we planned our trips ahead of
time, but on some occasions we would not
have any set plan for our trip. Some days
we would meet at Union Station in the
morning and we would have no idea where
we were going that day.

These trips would be planed as we went,
and we began to refer to these trips as
“Trips planned at the drop of a schedule.”
At the beginning of one of these trips we
actually dropped a schedule on the ground.
Over time everyone’s work schedule
changed and we took fewer and fewer
weekly trips.

On Monday May 19, 2008, my friend Craig
and I resurrected the idea of planning a trip
at the drop of a schedule and we spent the
day traveling around south Orange County.
Craig met me at the Fullerton train station
and we discussed where we would go, and
what lines we wanted to ride. Our plan
changed throughout the course of the day,

and for this story I will only include the lines }8

we actually rode and not the ones we
thought about riding.

From Fullerton we drove over to The Block
at Orange, formerly the City Shopping Cen-
ter, and parked there. Our first bus of the
day was Orange County Transportation Au-
thority (OCTA) New Flyer C40LFR #5620 on
Line 57 which we rode south to South Coast

Plaza in Costa Mesa. South Coast Plaza is
the largest mall in Orange County and rivals
the Del Amo Fashion Square in Torrance for
largest mall in California.

South Coast Plaza is also one of the only
malls in the area that is not owned by one
of the major mall holding companies. Our
Next bus was OCTA NABI 040.09 #2202 on
Line 55. Line 55 took us through portions of
Costa Mesa and Newport Beach before ar-
riving at the Newport Transportation Cen-
ter. Neither of us had been on the 55 before
and it was an interesting line.

At the Newport Transportation Center we
only had a couple minutes to catch our next
bus, New Flyer C40LFR #5528 on Line 1.
This bus had a full bus advertising wrap for
the San Diego Wild Animal Park.

To Be Continued....

A passenger loads a bicycle on the bike rack
of OCTA New Flyer 5528 at the Newport
Transportation Center on May 19, 2008.

(Andrew Novak Photo)
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PUBLIC AND LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS pana Gabbard

I may have been premature when I pre-
dicted in my column last month

that Damien Goodmon will soon fade away.
It appears he is positioning himself as the
champion of South L.A. He was quoted in a
Jan. 7th L.A. Times article ("'Subway to the
Sea' timetable is too long for Villarai-
gosa") as "a transit activist in South Los
Angeles". Of course his m.o. is the same,
only now he is making exaggerated claims
about the Crenshaw project and Measure R
passage. So his rhetoric certainly is un-
changed. Only what he rants about is shift-
ing.

TransForm (the Bay Area advocacy group
for livability and public transit) has

hired Nick Caston for their new office in
Sacramento and to coordinate the state-
wide California Transit Funding Coalition
TransForm is building. I understand Mr,
Caston was the campaign manager for the
Santa Barbara County 2008 transportation
sales tax measure, which passed with about
80% of the vote. Sounds like TransForm
made a good choice.

The Coalition is forming a Yahoo Group -
you can join via a form on the group page:

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/CATransit/

I won't even say anything about our pros-
pects in Sacramento for funding beyond 1
expect the worse and that we will be sold
out (again!) by the very folks who are sup-
posed to be our allies. This little dance is
getting very old. And meanwhile everyone
knows greenhouse gas reduction that many
in officialdom champion will depend on

more use of mass transit. As for the federal
stimulus, it may be most helpful to transit
capital needs by funding non-transit pro-
jects now and thus freeing up funding in
the off years for transit projects in the pipe-
line, most of which probably need another 2
-4 years to be ready and thus are not good
candidates to be part of the economic re-
vival program. You need to look at the big
picture, not just fixate on who got x num-
ber of dollars this year.

Mike Bohlke, who was L.A. County Supervi-
sor Yvonne Burke's longtime transportation
deputy, is Pam O'Connor's new deputy.
Karen Heit goes back to being deputy to the
seat formerly occupied by Bonnie Lowen-
thal, now occupied by Lakewood city council
member Diane DuBois. The Planning Dep-
uty for new L.A. County Supervisor Mark
Ridley Thomas is Dan Rosenfeld, whose
background has been in planning issues as
a developer and a staffer for the city of

L.A. and state of California.

I wonder if SCAGLEV is dead. The maglev
task force had only two meetings last year.
Kymberleigh Richards brought to my atten-
tion that the calmaglev.org website is dead.
Sanity hasn't totally broke out as the laugh-
able Orangeline Development Authority
(http://www.olda.org/) continues to hold
meetings. But you have to wonder how long
they can keep up the fantasy. Billions are
not in the offing.

Well, we had long wondered if L.A. Council-
man Bernard Parks would stay on the Metro
Board if his bid to be a County Supervisor
failed. '

-
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